
U.S. Policy Toward 

Japanese Military 

Normalization 

Dean Ensley 



Japanese Military 
Normalization 

1. March 2014 – Easing of military export regulations 

2. July 2014 – Reinterpretation of Article Nine 

3. April 2015 – Revised Guidelines for U.S.-Japan 

Defense Cooperation 

4. January 2016 - ¥5.05 trillion defense budget ($41.4b) 



Key Assumptions  

1. Japan will tend toward military normalization 

2. The United States will support this transformation 

3. The P.R.C. will continue to rise, leading to gray zone 

scenarios 
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Recommendations 

Upgrade Existing 
Destroyers with Aegis 

Continue Joint 
Development of the 

Sm-3 Block IIA 

Resist Expanding the 
SBX Program 
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Continue Joint Development of 
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 Joint Posture Y; Joint business 
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Within U.S. Y; Federated defense 

Tech and 
Industry Y; Funding and technology 



Resist Expanding the SBX 
Program 

SBX 
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